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Two Sites Certified for TVA 
Megasites Program 
August 19, 2004 

TVA announced today that two sites, located in Hopkinsville, Ky., 
and Columbus, Miss., have been certified by McCallum Sweeney 
Consulting of Greenville, S.C., as “megasites,” or large industrial 
properties suitable for major automotive manufacturing plants. 

Working in partnership, TVA’s economic development staff, 
distributors of TVA power and economic development partners 
will market the sites to automotive manufacturers seeking to 
locate facilities in the Southeast.  

“Having certified megasites ready for development gives the 
Tennessee Valley an advantage in the highly competitive site 
selection process for new automotive manufacturing facilities,” 
said TVA Chairman Glenn McCullough Jr. “Economic 
development is part of TVA’s core mission, and we are committed 
to delivering leadership for a Valley economy that provides career 
opportunities for the people we serve.” 

TVA launched the megasites certification program in March in 
response to a growing need for large industrial properties 
appropriate for automotive manufacturing facilities. TVA has 
learned that several major manufacturers may locate additional 
automotive plants in the Southeast during the next decade. 

Based on its expertise as a site selection consultant for the 
automotive industry, MSC was commissioned by TVA as an 
independent source to evaluate the submitted sites. MSC 
established certification criteria and a process to evaluate potential 
properties. All site applications were reviewed and site visits were 
conducted by the consultant in June and July. 

“One of the fastest growing trends that we are seeing in the site 
location business is the demand for certified industrial sites 
because companies want sites that are ready-to-go and relatively 
risk free,” said MSC Senior Principal Ed McCallum. “Companies, 
especially in the automotive industry, are under tremendous 
market pressures to make siting decisions and start-up facilities 
fairly quickly. With the megasites certification program, TVA has 
made it possible for sites with the necessary attributes in place and 
the due diligence completed to receive advanced certification.” 

The Interstate 24 Megasite in Hopkinsville and the Lowndes 
County-Golden Triangle Megasite in Columbus meet all criteria 
required for certification, including size of at least 700 to 1,000 
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contiguous and developable acres, land availability, transportation 
access and labor capacity. The sites also possess unique features, 
such as ideal topography, a well-defined infrastructure 
development plan and direct access to major airports, rail and 
roadways. 

“Receiving this certification signifies not only that the land is an 
ideal industrial site, but also that the community has what it takes 
to be a great home for industry,” said TVA Director Skila Harris. 

More than 25 county, city and regional economic development 
organizations within TVA’s service territory submitted potential 
industrial sites for consideration.  

“Local communities that participated in the megasites program 
have truly benefited from this process,” said TVA Director Bill 
Baxter. “Communities that were not certified as ‘megasites’ have 
received valuable information that will help them determine what 
needs to be done to achieve certification in the future or what 
other very good options they have in developing their properties.” 

More information about the Columbus megasite 
Submitted by the Columbus-Lowndes Development Link, the 
1,500-acre Lowndes County-Golden Triangle Megasite is located 
west of Columbus.  It is bounded on the west by the Golden 
Triangle Regional Airport, the south by Artesia Road/Kansas City 
Southern Mainline rail and to the east and north by Industrial Park 
Road.  

The site is easily accessible from the cities of Columbus, West 
Point and Starkville and equidistant from I-55 and I-20. 

“A few days ago, very few people knew how competitive our site 
could be in the competition for a major industrial project,” says 
Columbus-Lowndes Development Link Executive Director Joe 
Max Higgins.  “With the help of TVA and the megasite-program 
process, we have now assumed a position as one of the premier 
industrial sites in the south, as certified by one of the nation’s 
premier site selection firms, McCallum Sweeney.” 

More information about the Hopkinsville megasite 
Submitted by the Hopkinsville-Christian County Economic 
Development Council, the 2,100-acre Interstate 24 Megasite 
features immediate access to I-24 and rail, as well as the other 
criteria required for megasites, including ideal topography and 
appropriate demographics and geography needed for automotive-
assembly operation. 

“Hopkinsville’s certified megasite is a massive tribute to our 
Economic Development Council, utility companies, property 
owners and other local officials and their ability to work together 
to create a strong case for our economic viability,” says 
Hopkinsville-Christian County Economic Development Council 
Chairman Don Henderson.  “Our council and staff worked 
diligently in a short amount of time to make sure we had the upper 
hand in this selection.  This certification could have the greatest 
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economic impact in Christian County history, and we are proud to 
make this announcement.” 

More information about economic development in the Valley 
For more information about economic development in the 
Tennessee Valley, visit www.TVAed.com. 

In fiscal year 2003, TVA worked in partnership with various 
economic development organizations and partners to help attract 
or retain 47,000 jobs and leverage $1.58 billion in capital 
investment. TVA also provided more than $20.6 million in 
economic development loans.  

TVA is the nation’s largest public power provider and is 
completely self-financed. TVA provides power to large industries 
and 158 power distributors that serve approximately 8.5 million 
consumers in seven southeastern states. 

Media Contact:  
Michelle Chang Sherrard 
TVA News Bureau, Knoxville, (865) 632-6000 

TVA Newsroom 

 

Contact Us | Search | Legal Notices | Privacy Policy | Employment | FOIA 
TVA Home | About TVA | Power | Environment | Rivers | Economic Development | Investors | News 

Page 3 of 3TVA News Release: Two Sites Certified for TVA Megasites Program

http://www.tva.com/news/releases/julsep04/megasites.htm


